
 
  
 

         Date: November 27, 2012 
 
 
 
 Subject: National Aerial Firefighting Academy (NAFA). 
 

 
 To: NAFA Participants 
 
 

Congratulations on being selected to attend the 2013 NAFA course. The course starts at 0800 
on Tuesday January 15th and will run through 1200 on Friday January 18th, 2013. Please make 
your travel plans to meet these times. 
 
The course will be held at the National Advanced Fire & Resource Institute (NAFRI) located 
at 3265 E. Universal Way, Tucson, AZ 85756 near the Tucson Airport. You can find maps and 
information regarding local hotels on the NAFRI website Logistics page.  
 
You will need to make your own hotel reservations. 
 
All of the hotels offer some version of a continental breakfast and there are plenty of lunch 
options within walking distance of the facility. The dinner options at this time consist of local 
hotel restaurants and fast food options. The hotels will shuttle within a five mile radius with some 
advance notice. 
 
NAFRI will providing a van shuttle service to and from the hotels as requested for the course, 
once in the morning and again after class in the afternoon. Please advise the Course 
Coordinator if you will be utilizing this service so we can plan our driver needs. In addition, most 
of the airport area hotels will provide a shuttle to and from NAFRI.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns about the NAFA course please contact me, Donna 
Kreiensieck, Course Coordinator, (520) 799-8745, email: dkkreiensieck@fs.fed.us,. If I’m not 
available, please call JoAnne Ware, (520) 799-8751 or send email to jware@fs.fed.us.  
 

 
 
Donna Kreiensieck 
Course Coordinator  

https://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&q=3265+E+Universal+Way,+Tucson,+AZ&ie=UTF-8&hq=&hnear=0x86d67b3cc62b8cdb:0xa01852519c17c42f,3265+E+Universal+Way,+Tucson,+AZ+85756&gl=us&num=10&safe=on
http://www.nafri.gov/index.htm
http://www.nafri.gov/pages/locationandlogistics.htm
mailto:dkkreiensieck@fs.fed.us
mailto:jware@fs.fed.us


NATIONAL AERIAL FIREFIGHTING ACADEMY – NAFA 
January 15 - 18, 2013 

 
 

Monday - 14 January 2013 

1500 Faculty Meeting Cadre 

Tuesday - 15 January 2013 

0800 - 0805 NAFRI Administration Details Donna Kreiensieck 

0805 - 0815 Welcome and Introductions Greg House 

UNIT I INTRODUCTION AND FIRE BASICS JOEL LANE 
Unit Leader 

0815 - 0900 I-A Fire Behavior/Fuel Models 
Joel Lane 

Pete Koerber 
Todd White 

0900 - 0915 BREAK  

0915 - 1015 I-A Fire Behavior/Fuel Models 
Joel Lane 

Pete Koerber 
Todd White 

1015 - 1030 BREAK  

1030 - 1215 I-B ICS Sand Table Exercise 

Tony Duprey 
Joel Lane 

Todd White 
Pete Koerber 

Ken Perry 

1215 - 1315 LUNCH   

1315 - 1445 I-C WO Agency Speaker Scott Fisher 

1445 - 1500 BREAK   

1500 - 1615 I-D Dispatching of Aerial Resources 
 Flight Following Status 

Kim Christensen 
Joy Williamson 

1615 - 1630 BREAK   

1630 - 1715 I-E After Action Reviews, AARs Tony Duprey 
Ken Perry 

 



NATIONAL AERIAL FIREFIGHTING ACADEMY – NAFA 
January 15 - 18, 2013 

 
 

Wednesday - 16 January 2013 
 

UNIT II RISK MANAGEMENT AND SAFETY DAVID STICKLER 
Unit Leader 

  0800 - 1030 II-A Fire Traffic Area & Integrating Air Operations John Richardson 
 

  1030 - 1045 BREAK  

  1045 - 1200 II-B Lessons Learned 
John Gallaher 

Tommy Kershner 
Phil Oppenheimer 

 

 1200 - 1300 LUNCH  

 1300 - 1430 II-C Controlled Flight into Terrain (CFIT) TBD 

 1430 - 1445 BREAK  

UNIT III TACTICS AND STRATEGIES GREG HOUSE 
Unit Leader 

1445 - 1450 Begin in Auditorium and then break into groups  

BREAK OUT SESSIONS 

1450 - 1700     

Lesson 
III-A 

Fire Chemical 
Use 

Groups 1 & 2 

III-B 
Tactics/Strategie
s Groups 1 & 2 

III-C 
Target 

Description Fire 
Size Up 
Group 1 

III-C 
Target 

Description Fire 
Size Up 
Group 2 

Instructors Shirley Zylstra 
Ann Suter 

John Richardson 
Pete Koerber 

David Stickler 
Ron Barrett 

Ryan Curl 
Jonas Doherty 
John Gallaher 

Rooms Rincons & Catalina Sonoran Room Santa Ritas Chiricahuas 

1450 - 1700 GROUP A1&2 GROUP B1&2 GROUP C1 GROUP C2 

 

 

  



NATIONAL AERIAL FIREFIGHTING ACADEMY – NAFA 
January 15 - 18, 2013 

 
 

Thursday - 17 January 2013 

UNIT III TACTICS AND STRATEGIES GREG HOUSE 
Unit Leader 

0800 - 0805 Begin in Auditorium and then break into groups  

BREAK OUT SESSIONS 

Lesson 
 

III-A 
Fire Chemical 

Use 
Groups 1 & 2 

III-B 
Tactics/Strategie
s Groups 1 & 2 

 

III-C 
Target 

Description Fire 
Size Up 
Group 1 

III-C 
Target 

Description Fire 
Size Up 
Group 2 

Instructors Shirley Zylstra 
Ann Suter 

John Richardson 
Pete Koerber 

David Stickler 
Ron Barrett 

Ryan Curl 
Jonas Doherty 
John Gallaher 

Rooms Rincons & Catalina Sonoran Room Santa Ritas Chiricahuas 

0805 - 1000 GROUP B1&2 GROUP C1&2 GROUP A1 GROUP A2 

1000 - 1010 BREAK 

1010 - 1205 GROUP C1&2 GROUP A1&2 GROUP B1 GROUP B2 

     
1205 - 1300 LUNCH 

Lesson 

 
III-F 

Scoopers & Very Large 
Airtankers 

 

III-D & III-G 
MAFFS & SEATS 

 

III-H 
Type 1 Helicopters 

 

Instructors 
Will Hollenbeck, 
Jonas Doherty, 

Ryan Curl 
Phil Oppenhiemer, Glenn 
Claypool, David Stickler Mel Ceccanti 

Rooms Chiricahaus Sonoran Santa Ritas 

1300 - 1355 GROUP A1 & A2 GROUP B1 & B2 GROUP C1 & C2 

1400 - 1455 GROUP C1 & C2 GROUP A1 & A2 GROUP B1 & B2 

1500 - 1555 GROUP B1 & B2 GROUP C1 & C2 GROUP A1 & A2 

1600 - 1700 III-E – Large Airtankers John Gallaher 
Tommy Kershner 

1700 - 1730 SIM Team Meeting Cadre 

 

 



NATIONAL AERIAL FIREFIGHTING ACADEMY – NAFA 
January 15 - 18, 2013 

 
 

Friday - 18 January 2013 

   

0800 - 0815 Fire Simulation Demo Cadre 

0815 - 1115 III-I Fire Simulation/CRM Cadre 

1115 - 1205 Course Evaluation and Close Out Greg House 

1215 Cadre Meeting  

   

 
 

 
Steering Committee Close Out 

 

 

 



NATIONAL AERIAL FIREFIGHTING ACADEMY 
JANUARY 15-18, 2013 

TUCSON AZ 
 

STEERING ROSTER 

 Ron Barrett Mel Ceccanti 
 Forest Service Erickson Air Crane 
 Regional Aviation Group 3100 Willow Springs Rd 
  
 
 Glen Claypool Ryan Curl 
 Bureau of Land Management Bureau of Land Management 
 National Interagency Fire Center National Interagency Fire Center 
  
 
 John Gallaher Will Hollenbeck 
 Neptune Aviation Services Inc Aero Flite Inc. 
  
 
 Greg House Joel Lane 
 Bureau of Land Management Forest Service 
  Porterville Air Tanker Base 
   
 
 
 David Stickler 
 Forest Service 
  
 

 NAFRI Staff 

 
 Donna Kreiensick JoAnne Ware 
 NAFRI Course Coordinator NAFRI Administrative Assistant 
  
 



NATIONAL AERIAL FIREFIGHTING ACADEMY 
JANUARY 15-18, 2013 

TUCSON AZ 
 

FACULTY ROSTER 
 

 Ron Barrett Mel Ceccanti 
 Forest Service Erickson Air Crane 
 Regional Aviation Group 

 Kim Christensen Glen Claypool 
 Forest Service Bureau of Land Management 
 National Interagency Fire Center 

 Ryan Curl Dave Dicky 
 Bureau of Land Management Contractor 
 National Interagency Fire Center 

 Jonas Doherty Tony Duprey 
 Forest Service Chumash Tribal Fire Department 
 Pacific Northwest Region 

 Scott Fisher John Gallaher 
 Forest Service Neptune Aviation Services Inc 
 S&P WO Fire & Aviation Management 

 Will Hollenbeck  Greg House 
 Aero Flite Inc. Bureau of Land Management 

 Tommy Kershner Pete Koerber 
 Neptune Aviation Services Inc. Forest Service 

 Joel Lane Mike Lynn 
 Forest Service DOI Bureau of Land Management 
 Porterville Air Tanker Base Fox Airtanker Base 

 Philip Oppenheimer Ken Perry 
 Contractor Bureau of Land Management 



NATIONAL AERIAL FIREFIGHTING ACADEMY 
JANUARY 15-18, 2013 

TUCSON AZ 
 

FACULTY ROSTER 
 

 John Richardson Jeremy Shaads 
 CAL Fire National Guard – MAFFS 
 
 
 David Stickler Ann Suter 
 Forest Service Forest Service 
 MTDC-Wildland Fire Chemical Systems 

 Luke Thompson Todd White 
 National Guard Forest Service 
 Grass Valley Air Attack Base 

 Joy Williamson Shirley Zylstra 
 Forest Service Forest Service 
 MTDC-Wildland Fire Chemical Systems 



NATIONAL AERIAL FIREFIGHTING ACADEMY 
JANUARY 15-18, 2013 

 TUCSON AZ 
 

PARTICIPANT ROSTER 

Scott Adams Cynthia Anderson 
Bode Aviation Courtney Aviation 

Bryan Baker Eric Barrett 
Neptune Aviation Services, Inc Erickson Air-Crane 

Bradley Beachler Peter Bell 
California Air National Guard Neptune Aviation Services, Inc 

Timothy Bercher Joseph Berto 
Forest Service Airlift Helicopters, Inc. 

Thomas A Billson John H. Bode 
Bode Aviation Bode Aviation 

Shannon Bonney Luis Castillo 
Bureau of Land Management Forest Service 

Bruce Dikken Robert Fairbanks 
West Metro Fire Rescue US Air Force Reserve 

Jamie Fallon Ralph Fleming 
Erickson Air-Crane US Air Force Reserve 

Mike Fralicks Kurt Franz 
Forest Service Columbia Helicopters 

Forrest Gartin Derik George 
Erickson Air-Crane US Air Force Reserve 

Stephen Gilkeson Pete Gookin 
Aero-Flite, Inc Intermountain Helicopters 

James Anderson Grasham Gordon Grosslight 
Forest Service Tallahassee VFD 

Ryan Hales Harding Brent Hedgpeth 
Neptune Aviation Services, Inc Helicopter Transport Service 

 
Ray Horton Mark Johnson 
Conair Columbia Helicopters 

Keith Jones George Knight 
Bode Aviation Erickson Air-Crane 

Fonda Knox Kyle K. Kramme 
Bureau of Land Management Bode Aviation 

Tyler Leonard Albert Linch 
Helicopter Transport Services Bureau of Land Management 

 



PARTICIPANT ROSTER 

 

 

Michael Maloney Colby Martin 
Western Pilot Service Erickson Air-Crane 

Patrick McBride Ryan McCreight 
US Air Force Reserve US Air Force Reserve 

Brian McReynolds Scott Miller 
US Air Force Reserve Forest Service 

Riki Moore Joe Morton 
Timberline Helicopters, Inc. Bureau of Land Management 

Steve Mueller Peter Nadon 
Bureau of Land Management Neptune Aviation Services, Inc 

Jesse Naiman Jan Noles 
Erickson Air-Crane Aero-Flite, Inc. 

Juan Ortiz Kim Owczarzak 
Forest Service Bureau of Land Management 

David C Owen Mark David Paterson 
Helicopter Transport Services Aero-Flite, Inc. 

Tommy Rader Eric Rairdon 
Neptune Aviation Services, Inc Helicopter Transport Services 

Misty Roberts Andrew Robertson 
Forest Service Conair 

 
Jack Ruble Andy Saindon 
Neptune Aviation Services, Inc Bureau of Management 

Ken Schwabenton Lowell Slatter 
Erickson Air-Crane Minden Air Corp 

Michael Smallwood Brian Sweetman 
Erickson Air-Crane Columbia Helicopters 

Douglas Syzperski Dan Terrill 
Construction Helicopters Erickson Air-Crane 

Andrew Troia Chris Vero 
Aero-Flite, Inc. Forest Service 

Robert Webb Nathan Weber 
Neptune Aviation Services, Inc Erickson Air-Crane 

Robert West Brian Yates 
Neptune Aviation Services, Inc Aero-Flite, Inc. 

Paul Yedinak 
Neptune Aviation Services, Inc 




